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December  6,  1956 


VENEZUELA:    NEW  QUARANTINE  REGUIATIONS  FOR  MEATS 


Venezuela  has  ended  its  quarantine  against  uncooked  pork  products 
from  the  United  States.    However,  importers  must  obtain  from  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  what  amounts  to  an  import  license  for  each  shipment. 

The  new  regulations  concerning  imports  were  published  in  Gaceta 
Oficial  number  25211,  November  21,  1956  as  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
resolution  number  GAN  286.    A  free  translation  of  this  resolution  is 
given  below: 


Article  1. 


Article  2. 


Prospective  importers  must  apply  in  advance  from  the 
Direccion  de  Ganaderia  of  the  Ministerio  de  Agricultura 
y  Cria  for  health  import  permits.    The  solicitude  for 
these  permits  must  show 

(a)  The  name,  location  and  address  of  the  importer 

(b)  Country  of  exportation 

(c)  Quantity  in  kilograms  of  the  product  to  be  imported 

(d)  Name  of  the-  product  to  be  imported 

(e)  The  registration  number  assigned  for  the  product  by 
the  Ministerio  de  Sanidad  y  Asistencia  Social 

(f )  Port  of  entry. 

Except  for  the  products  covered  in  Article  12,  it  will 
be  required  for  the  importation  of  unprocessed  meats, 
frozen  or  refrigerated,  of  dried  and  salted  meats, 
poultry,  beef,  goat,  sheep,  swine,  that  there  be  attached 
to  the  request  for  the  health  permits  the  import 
license  issued  by  the  Ministerio  de  Fomento  to  which 
joint  resolution  Nos.  73  and  288  of  the  Minis terios  de 
Hacienda  and  Agricultura  y  Cria  dated  January  27,  1951 
refers • 
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Article  3. 


Article  k» 


Article  5. 


Article  6. 
Article  7. 


Article  8. 


Article  9. 


The  importation  of  unprocessed  meats  derived  from 
ruminants  will  be  permitted  if  the  Country  of  ex- 
portation is  free  of  foot -«nd -mouth  disease.  However, 
this  Ministry  by  means  of  resolution  will  be  able  to 
regulate  the  conditions  under  which  it  will  be  possible 
to  import  unprocessed  beef  from  countries  with  foot-and- 
mouth-  disease* 

The  importation  of  unprocessed  pork  (cruda)  must  be  from 
countries  free  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  and  from  regions 
free  of  vesicular  exanthema.    Paragraph  one:    When  these 
meats  come  from  countries  where  vesicular  exanthema  exists 
each  shipment  must  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  issued 
by  a  quarantine  official  stating  that  the  product  comes 
from  a  region  free  of  this  epizootic. 

For  the  purposes  of  Articles  2,3,  and  k  unprocessed 
meats  are  those  resulting  from  the  slaughter  of  animals 
destined  for  consumption  and  which  preserve  their 
organoleptic  character  by  the  application  of  adequate 
treatments • 

Only  birds  dressed  without  feet,  which  must  be  removed 
at  the  tibio-metatarsic  articulation  may  be  imported. 

When  cured  meats  of  ruminants  or  swine  are  to  be  im- 
ported from  countries  infected  with  foot-and-mouth 
disease  the  following  requisites  must  be  met: 

(a)  They  must  be  deboned  completely  in  the  country  of 
origin 

(b)  They  must  have  been  held  at  a  temperature  not  less 
than  1°C  and  not  more  than  1.5>°C  during  the  seven 
days  following  slaughter 

(c)  They  have  been  cured  by  the  application  of  dry  salt 
or  by  submersion  in  brine. 

Importation  of  cured  meats  or  cured  products  derived 
from  ruminants  or  swine  will  be  permitted  from  countries 
with  foot-and-mouth  disease  when  the  deboned  meats  have 
been  submitted  immediately  following  slaughter  to  the 
curing  process  provided  the  duration  of  the  treatment  has 
not  been  less  than  60  consecutive  days  and  has  been  effected 
at  a  temperature  no  less  than  1°C. 

Products  derived  from  swine  may  be  imported  from  countries 
where  vesicular  exanthema  exists  when  they  are  officially 
certified  that  they  do  not  proceed  from  areas  quarantined 
for  this  epizootic. 


Article  10  • 


Article  11. 


Article  12 < 


Article  13. 


Article  lU« 

Article  1$. 
Article  l6„ 


For  the  purposes  of  Articles  7,  8  and  9  each  ship- 
ment of  the  products  covered  must  be  accompanied  by 
an  Official  Sanitary  Certificate  which  shows  the 
compliance  with  the  requirements  in  the  mentioned 
articles. 

In  those  cases  not  provided  for  in  this  Resolution 
the  importation  of  unprocessed  meats,  green  or  salted 
hides,  organs,  glands,  refrigerated  extracts  or 
secretions,  meat,  blood  or  bone  m  e  a  1  or  any  other 
product  derived  from  animals  of  whatever  origin  will 
be  denied  by  this  Ministry  when  reasons  of  a  health 
nature  make  this  advisable. 

The  importation  of  products  of  animal  origin  that 
come  in  hermetically  sealed  containers  and  that  have 
been  submitted  to  a  temperature  of  $6°C  for  not  less 
than  30  consecutive  minutes  are  not  subject  to  the 
conditions  established  by  this  Resolution  and  may 
be  freely  imported. 

The  importation  is  prohibited  of  animal  products 
and  sub-products,  forage,  harness  and  other  accessor- 
ies of  animals  proceeding  from  countries  where  any 
other  disease  exists  that  may  constitute  a  danger 
for  the  animals  of  this  Country© 

To  remote  the  shipments  from  the  ports  the  importer 
must  present  to  the  port  sanitary  officials  the 
health  certificate  provided  for  in  this  resolution. 

Cases  unforseen  in  this  resolution  will  be  resolved 
by  the  Ministerio  de  Agricultura  y  Cria. 

Resolutions  of  the  Ministerio  de  Agricultura  y  Cria, 
Direccion  de  Ganaderia  No.  1,  January  9,  19U8, 
published  in  Gaceta  Oficial  No.  25512  January  10, 
19^8  and  No.  7  of  April  22,  1953  published  in 
Gaceta  Oficial  No.  21019,  April  23,  1953  are  re- 
pealed. 


